
Washington Caldwell School District 
Town Hall Meeting Questions and Answers 

August 10, 2020 
 
Is the school providing masks or do students need their own? 

- Families need to supply masks for their children.  The District will have a limited amount of 
masks for students who need an additional mask during the school day for various 
reasons.  If you can not supply masks for your student due to a hardship, please contact 
Ms. Vogt or Mr. McCormick. 

If my child is participating in in-person learning and he starts to show any symptoms, whether due 
to Covid-19 or something else, but feels well enough to do classwork at home, can he quickly 
switch to virtual learning until he is cleared to return to class? 

- Yes, students with long term absences for sickness would be able to move to Remote 
Learning for that time period. 

Will I have the opportunity to pull my in person learning students at any time? 
- Yes, parents can move to Remote Learning when needed. 

What will the protocols be when a child gets sick? Testing protocols, time out from school? What 
happens if the child is tested and it comes back negative; when will return to school be 
acceptable? 

- If your student is sick, they should stay home from school.  If a student gets sick at school, 
parents will be called to pick up the student right away. 

- It will be at parent discretion to get ‘tested.’ 
- If a student is tested for CoVid and it comes back negative, the student could return to 

school when they have been symptom free for 24 hours AND fever free without 
medication for 24hours. 

What is the school’s action plan if there is a breakout of CV19? At what point will parents be 
notified of an outbreak?  

- All CoVid like symptoms will be reported to Central Racine County Health Department on 
a regular basis. 

- The Health Department would take the lead to decide if there is a larger number of cases 
at the school.  Washington Caldwell would follow the recommendations of the Health 
Department in such a situation 

- At this point, there is no ‘magic percentage’ of cases. 

How does the staff and teachers feel about going back to in person instruction? If they are 
uncomfortable, how can we as parents help them feel more confident/empowered? 

- The staff and teachers are working diligently to create the best situation possible for all 
students. 

- This is uncharted waters for everyone. 
- Parents can help the school and teachers by asking questions when they arise.  Keep an 

open line of communication as we all want to do what is best for students. 

How will wearing masks be enforced for younger students? What if they refuse or are having a 
difficult time having it on all day? What will be the course of action? 



- Masks are one of the top three ways to stop the spread of the virus.  It is important that all 
wear them.  We suggest families have students start practicing wearing masks for a short 
amount of time and then add more time each subsequent time.  Another suggestion is to 
have students practice wearing masks during a preferred, fun activity like playing a board 
game or iPad tim.  Please check out the Wearing Masks document for other ideas. 

 Will masks be required at recess and gym? 
- Masks are required in the building. 
- Masks during gym class would be dependent on location, activity, and if physical 

distancing is possible. 
- Masks would only be required at recess if students were not able to be physical distanced 

from others. 

If we choose to do virtual in Q1 will we still be able to sign up for Y care later in the year if we 
switch to in person learning?  

- Yes, you would be able to sign up for Y Base or Wrap Care  later in the school year, if the 
program had space availability. 

Will families be notified if a student/staff tests positive for Covid in the school? 
- Central Racine County Health Department will notify the necessary people during the 

contact tracing process.  This will be evaluated on a case by case basis and does not 
mean every student in a class will be contacted.  It will depend on each situation. 

Can temperatures be taken each morning? Many companies are doing this with great success 
and the number of children in our district is not that large that this should pose a huge problem? 

- The District will not be temperature checking every student. 
- It is important for parents to check temperatures and do a symptom check before students 

would get on the bus or be dropped off at school.  This will allow parents to keep students 
home instead of the school having to call parents who are already at work. 

- The District will check temperatures of students who are not feeling well during the school 
day as normal.  Parents will be called pick up students as needed. 

How will social distancing be kept? Even with desks 6 feet apart? Will kids be unable to get up at 
all throughout the day, or will they be staying in their seats to keep distancing? 

- Teachers will teach the students these new protocols.  We will have limited traffic/one way 
traffic in the hallways.  Lunch times will be modified so students can be physically 
distanced in the cafeteria. Desks in the classrooms will be spaced apart.  

- Students will be able to move around the classroom when masked and separated by 
distance.  There will be opportunities for students to sit at other locations for some 
activities during the school day.while still distanced. 

If a family has a positive case at home, are the students expected to stay home and quarantine as
well (often asymptomatic carriers)? 

- Each case will be evaluated by the health department and depending on the situation an 
assessment will be made on the isolation/quarantine time. 

As it gets colder kids will have to bring all of their cold weather items. Where will you store these 
and how do you plan to keep each kid's items separate? 

- Students will continue to use lockers or coat hooks.  We will spread out belongings the 
best possible. 



What will happen if a teacher falls ill? Is there a backup plan for an outbreak among staff? 
Concerned that if a teacher falls ill they will also be unable to teach in class or virtually. What then 
would be the backup plan to keep children learning? 

- We will utilize our substitute teacher pool for teachers who are sick. 

If google class is still the plan for virtual, how will this look from home? Will parents be provided 
explanations on what to expect and how "class" should be handled, and a breakdown of the day 
prior to school starting? 

- Teachers are currently working on planning for Remote Learning.  Parents will be given 
information on this at the beginning of the school year.  

- The District will have a Common Person (Hub) to help facilitate Remote Learning for 
families and teachers.  This person will help create a successful bridge between home and
school. 

Can we schedule time to come and see what an actual classroom would like for the children 
should they return? Or can you provide photos so parents and children have expectations that fit 
what is actually happening? 

- Please contact Mr. McCormick or Ms. Vogt on an individual basis.  We will be glad to 
assist as possible. 

Have teachers received training on virtual training in the past few months? 
- Teachers have been working on becoming more proficient with the Google Suite of 

applications. 
- Teachers are currently working on practicing and problem solving things like camera 

placement in the classrooms and use of the technology. 

Is there a separate school supply list for virtual learning? 
- No, there is not a separate school supply list for Remote Learning. 

Are the number of excused absences going to be evaluated, given how strict we want parents 
being about symptoms? 

- For everyone’s safety, students who are sick need to stay home.  Administration will 
evaluate absences as needed with parents. 

We know proper PPE drastically reduces the transmission, so given that the expectation will be 
masking at all times, What is the management plan/ strategy when our first teacher or child tests 
positive for COVID? 

- The Central Racine County Health Department will be informed on a regular basis on 
reasons for student absences.  This would also be true for staff and teachers. 

- If there is a case of Covid at Washington Caldwell, it will be reported and evaluated by the 
Health Department and the Dept will conduct necessary contact tracing. 

What will drop off and pick up look like? 
- Parent drop off in the morning will still occur at the Middle School doors.  Students will go 

straight to their classrooms instead of going to the cafeteria. 
- Parent pick up will be from the middle school door as well.  Parents will be assigned a 

number to show in their car.  Parents will come in the second entrance and students will 
be called by walkie talkie  for dismissal at the middle school doors.  There will be a staff 
member at the middle school door to release the student to their parent’s car.  

- Buses will unload in the morning in a staggered format to limit the number of students in 
the hallways.  The same will be in the afternoon for dismissal. 



Will masks be phased out eventually? 
- Based on Health Department recommendation and when cases have subsided, the district 

will discuss phasing out the mask requirement. 

What will recess and lunch look like? 
- Lunch will be changed from 3 sections to 4 sections.  This will assist in physical 

distancing.  Students will sit with their classes (cohorts).  Students will wear their mask 
until seated for lunch.  The cafeteria will be sanitized between each lunch period. 

- Recess will be changed from 3 sections to 4 sections.  Students do not have to wear 
masks outside if they can be physically distanced while playing.  Classes will rotate 
through play areas on a daily basis - day 1, class A will play in the field and class B will 
play on equipment - they will rotate the next day. 

How will you prevent fear and anxiety for the kids?  How will teachers compensate for the lack of 
facial expression for the kids? 

- Teachers and staff will continue to be positive role models . 
- Social stories and activities will be utilized in classrooms. 
- Mrs. Stephens, school counselor, will be available to assist with this. 
- Teachers will incorporate social emotional learning on a regular basis. 
- We will be working on teaching students to notice eye expression and body language. 

Will microphones be provided to the teachers for virtual education? 
- Microphones for teachers will be available if needed.  During our testing and learning this 

summer, we do not believe every classroom will need extra microphones. 

Will anything change regarding coats, backpacks, lunch boxes, water bottles? 
- Student belongings will be spread out as much as possible. 
- Students will access the lockers and coat hooks in a staggered format. 
- Water bottles should be sent to school on a daily basis. 

Will students be eating lunch in the classroom or in the cafeteria? 
- Students will be eating lunch in the cafeteria.  We may spread students out and have 

some eat in the gym too depending on the lunch period. 

Will mask breaks only be for lunch and snack time? 
- During the State Mandate of masks, masks can only be taken off for eating and when 

outside and physically distanced.  After the State Mandate, if we still require masks, we 
may be able to introduce ‘breaks’. 

What accommodations will be made for children that cannot sit still for long periods of time? 
- Students will still be able to move out of their desks, they will just need to stay physically 

distanced. 
- Teachers may have alternative places to work in the room that would still be distanced. 

Will shields be an option?  
- Shields are an option but do not replace wearing a mask.  Shields would be a second 

layer of cover. 

Will masks be worn during gym? 
- It will depend on the location of gym class, the activity, and if physical distance can be 

maintained. 



What if students that are special needs or younger have trouble keeping masks on, will they be 
removed out of school and have to do online learning? 

- Families should start to work on helping students become acclimated to wearing a mask. 
If you have specific concerns you could reach out to the school. 

If children are in remote learning, they will be provided their own set of manipulatives and books, 
etc? 

- Yes, the school will supply materials needed. 

 What virtual options have been considered and why was it determined to have teachers tape 
their lessons? 

- We want students to have a connection with the classroom teacher and classmates.  We 
are confident that our teachers will make this successful.  We will have support available 
for the teachers to help them deal with technical and management of the platform. 

If virtual kids are not able to always view the lessons at the time it’s presented, what is the 
expected lag time? An hour, a few hours, end of day? 

- Remote students will have a class schedule to assist in planning their day.  Lessons will 
be recorded too so that they can be watched multiple times or at different times as 
needed.  Recordings will be available in Google Classroom.  When the recordings will be 
available will depend on length of recording and time it takes to post it.  We will work with 
parents to post recordings as soon as possible. 

JEDI 
 
Is JEDI an option for virtual?  

- JEDI is an option that the district has explored.  It is a solid, accredited program for virtual 
learning.  In order to use JEDI, the District needs to become a consortium district.  There 
is a financial obligation to join along with a three year contract. Due to school starting 
soon, the board needs to decide if they are interested in joining by August 12.  Families 
who are interested need to contact Mr. McCormick or Ms Vogt right now. 

 
 
If we have already signed up virtual, can we switch to JEDI, if that will be an option?  

- Yes if JEDI is an option. 
 
If you do Jedi is it a full year commitment or are you able to come back should the CDC indicate a 
safe return (ie vaccination)? 

- JEDI is a semester or full year commitment. 
 
Will our students lose the relationship and contacts for our school? 

- Virtual learning with a program like JEDI will allow students to have virtual relationships 
with the JEDI teachers.  Washington Caldwell teachers would have minimal curriculum 
contact with students. 

 

Is the school looking for donations of disposable 3 ply masks? 
- Please talk to Mr McCormick or Ms Vogt about donations. 

 


